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DILG cites them for their exemplary  
performance in good governance for 
the year 2023

 

The Provincial Government of Ilocos Norte (PGIN) was 
awarded as Top Overall Performer during the Department 
of Interior and Local Government’s (DILG) SubayBAYANI 
Awards 2023 held at the Sequoia Hotel, Manila Bay, in 
Parañaque City, Metro Manila last November 16, 2023.

With this year’s theme 
“Celebrating Service, Resilience, 
and Pioneering Innovation,” 
PGIN was one of the country’s  
55 Local Government Units 
(LGUs) that were awarded the 
SubayBAYANI citation for their 
exemplary performance in the 

Top SubayBAYANI award 
goes to PGIN cum 4 LGUs

(Pls. turn to page 3)

implementation and management 
of local projects through DILG’s 
SubayBAYAN portal. 

The Top Overall Performer 
Award reaffirms Ilocos Norte’s 
role as a model for effective and 
inclusive governance.

Ilocos Norte earned the award 

President Ferdinand 
R. Marcos Jr. reiterated on 
Wednesday his support for 
a science-based approach to 
modernizing the agriculture 
sector and incorporating new 
technologies to the everyday 
work of farmers in line with 
the administration’s thrust on 
food security.

Agriculture Secretary 
Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. 

PBBM assures priority for science-based strategies, 
R&D efforts to modernize agriculture sector

(Pls. turn to page 3)

Ilocos Norte Governor Matthew Marcos Manotoc (left) administers the oath of office to the new set of officers of the 
Federated Sangguniang Kabataan of Ilocos Norte led by SK President Eldritze C. Viernes of Bacarra, Ilocos Norte during 
a simple ceremony held on November 30, 2023 at the Provincial Capitol Building, Laoag City. (Photo by PGIN-CMO)

Pres. Marcos Jr.

conveyed the message of 
the President in assuring the 
government will continue 
to put priority to research 
and development to ensure 
sustainable value chain in the 
sector, particularly for rice.

“Let us be guided by 
the science-based strategies 
presented in the Strategic Plan 
2023-2028 of the Philippine 



by Tony Antonio

Tony is a retired section editor of the 
Manila Bulletin where he worked for 35 
years. He was former five-time president 
of the National Press Club of the 
Philippines and former president of the 
Confederation of ASEAN Journalists. 
He and his wife Elizabeth immigrated to 
the US in 2009 and now live with their 
son Percy and his family in Belleville, 
Michigan. He hails from Piddig, Ilocos 
Norte.

PLAIN RICE

Some silly jokes
about getting old

Thanksgiving Day for seniors like me is a 
reminder that the clock continues to chime, but it 
should not be a reason for us to complain about 
the changes taking place in ourselves as a result 
of aging.

Come to think about it, getting old is better 
than the alternative -- which is to die young.

 We may not like the fact that our skin is 
destined to lose its fight with gravity, but there’s 
nothing we can do to enable us to defy the law of 
gravity. In such a hopeless situation, we may just 
as well laugh about it.

In Tagalog, “tawanan ang problema,” not the 
other way around: “Tinatawanan ka ng problema.”

And there are many silly jokes that poke fun at 
the inevitable things old people are facing:

1. What’s the secret to having a smoking hot 
body as a senior? Cremation.

2. What is a prize old people can win for 
aging? Atrophy. 3. I used to know a couple who 
grew fruit trees together. They lived

to a ripe old age. 
4. What’s the best part of old age? That it 

doesn’t last very long.
5. These are not gray hairs! They are wisdom 

highlights.
6. Which underwear brand do seniors love 

best? It Depends.
7. Old age makes us great m u l t i t a s k e r s . 

Why? I can sneeze and pee at the same time.

8. One benefit of old age is that your secrets 
are always safe with your friends … because they 
can’t remember them.

9. Age is an issue of mind over matter. If you 
don’t mind getting older, then it really doesn’t 
matter.

10. Why do old people love English muffins 
so much? All the nooks and grannies.

11. Stop thinking of them as “hot  flashes.” 
Think of them as your inner child playing with 
matches.

12. The moon is like dentures. Why? Both 
come out at night.

13. Now that I’ve gotten older, everything’s 
finally starting to click for me. My knees, my 
back, my neck …

14. I’ve decided: Whatever age I am is the 
new 30!

15. What goes up but never comes
down? Your age.
16. I called the incontinence hotline recently. 

They asked if I could hold.
17. Mang Pedro went to his doctor, 

complaining he has an impaired hearing. He said, 
“Doc, I cannot hear well anymore. Even when I 
fart, I could hardly hear it.” The doctor gave him 
a medicine, saying take it once a day. “Will this 
improve my hearing?” Mang Pedro asked. “No,” 
the doctor said, “it will make the sound of your 
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We are living in a 
dangerous world

We are living these days in a dangerous world with 
some potential flash points that could trigger World War 3 
(WW3) looming in the horizon.

If WW3 breaks out, the doomsday scenario would be: 
Planet Earth would be scorched and burned in a nuclear 
holocaust.

Following are some of the conflicts considered by 
military experts as potential flash points for another world 
war.

1. Russia-Ukraine conflict. The war between Russia, 
alongside Russian-backed separatists, and Ukraine 
began in February 2014. Following Ukraine’s Revolution 
of Dignity, Russia annexed Crimea and supported pro-
Russian separatists fighting the Ukrainian military in the 
Donbas war. In February 2022, Russia launched a full-
scale invasion of Ukraine.

2. Iran-US/Israel conflict. Iran has clearly stated that it 
wants to destroy Israel. This could certainly trigger WW3.

 3. Yemen civil war. It is the greatest human rights 
crisis millions of people have already lost their lives. The 
civil war could expand to Saudi and UAE.

4. The Kashmir conflict. This is one of the oldest 
conflicts between India and Pakistan. India could try to 
take its land back from the Pakistanis.

5. North Korea crisis. With the growing capability of 
the North Korea nuclear program and the complete failure 
of US sanctions, North Korea is definitely a destabilizing 
force in East-Asia.

6. China-Taiwan conflict. With the unfinished Chinese 
civil war, this conflict goes back to the rise of China as it 
wants to reclaim Taiwan and capture its semiconductor 
industry.

7. Conflict between Israel and its Arabic neighbors. 
Israel has started collaborating with its Islamic neighbors, 
but terrorist organizations like Hezbollah and Hamas are 
active there, and that’s why it is a major conflict in the 
Middle East.

8. Disputed territories of China and India. With India 
as another Asian giant that threatens China’s hegemony, 
the situation could spark a conflict. With US protection for 
Taiwan, China could try some misadventures with India.

9. NATO-Russia dispute. This is a very scary conflict 
as it could easily turn out of control and start WW3 which 
could result in a nuclear holocaust. It is indeed an scary 
world as the potential causes of a nuclear apoclaypse are 
real, not just a figment of the imagination. (Source: FilStar 
News)

Guest Editorial:

by Eduardo Teodoro “Jet” B. Ramos, Jr.

Eduardo Teodoro “Jet” B. Ramos, Jr., MAELED, 
LPT is the corporate communications associate of 
MFI Polytechnic Institute, Inc. and the training 
manager and partner of JFE Teacher Training 
Services and JFER Training and Development 
Services. He is also a founding member, the 
publicity and communications head, and a 
member of the board of trustees of Philippine 
Advocates for Consultants and Trainers, 
Inc. (PACT, Inc.), a non-profit association of 
consultants and trainers in the Philippines. Apart 
from being a teacher for 13 years now, he is a 
character actor, inspirational speaker, corporate 
trainer, researcher in linguistics, and a media 
practitioner, being the host of VOICE OF THE 
TEACHERS RADIO (airing on Sundays from 
1:00 to 2:00 PM over DWDD 1134 AM). For 
comments, suggestions, and inquiries, please 
contact Jet at (0917)648-43-28 and (0928)439-
76-90. You may send him an email to edteo.
ramos@yahoo.com or message him on Facebook 
(Jet Ramos).  

THE ILOCANO EDUCATOR

WHY RESEARCH IS IMPORTANT 
IN TEACHERS’ LIVES

(Pls. turn to page 3)

I have been a teacher for 16 years now and 
counting. Although there was one period in my life 
in which I sacrificed my teaching career to take 
care of my grandmother. At that time, I had just 
arrived from the United States and I was dead set 
on continuing my MA there after several months 
(however, I decided to finish my MA here in the 
Philippines).

During the time I was not teaching, I felt 
deeply insecure because I temporarily stopped 
doing research and vice versa. Focusing on the first 
two years, I had to focus on my sick grandmother; 
I am not complaining 500%, but I felt that a part 
of me was missing. To be honest, such was my 
time for introspection and selflessness, which I 
do not regret to this day. Despite my insecurities 
as a researcher, I was able to present many of my 
works though only two of these so far have been 
published (I have been rejected numerous times, 
what the heck).

Digressing on the topic of the importance of 
research among teachers and other professionals, 
it is befitting for every teacher to dive into 
research. However, there are several factors behind 
teachers’ lack of initiative to conduct research. 
First of all, there is the deluge of administrative 

works prevalent especially in public schools under 
the administration of Department of Education. 
Moreover, there are still many teachers who lack 
ideas in terms of topics for research. In addition, 
there are some teachers who shy away from doing 
research for fear of rejection (I was once like that, 
to be honest) and ridicule from fellow academics. 

It is about time that teachers be freed from 
the burdens of clerical work and instead focus 
on teaching and on research. Without research, 
how could teachers even improve their teaching 
practices? What was prevalent and acceptable in 
terms of teaching practices before cannot always 
be apropos today because we have a generation 
that is entirely new and almost entirely hooked 
on technology. Furthermore, teachers (and other 
professionals) are supposed to contribute to the 
ever-growing bodies of knowledge in order to make 
life easier and the world more comprehensible.

Why is research important in teachers’ lives? 
First of all, teachers cannot be effective if they 
teach only the ideas that exist; in this case, teachers 
become mere sharers of ideas and not innovators. 
Another reason is that teachers are expected to 
progress, not regress, by discovering new ideas 

(Pls. turn to page 3)
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and testing them to see if these can be fine-tuned and 
then institutionalized on a wider scale. Furthermore, 
curiosity breeds knowledge and eventually leads 
to innovation and then wisdom. A more compelling 
reason why teachers must conduct research is that 
they can become more credible and more authoritative 
in their respective fields and such goes for other 
professionals. Finally, research helps us teachers and 
other professionals to make a huge impact in our 
respective fields of endeavor through a nobler raison 
d’etre.  

If only DepEd and CHED would heed the call of 
the people to lessen teachers’ burdens and encourage 
them to get into research, there would be many teachers 
who would find the initiative to do research not out of 
the desire to comply with institutional requirements 
but out of the sheer love for research and teaching.

**********
NALAING, KABSAT!

The Ilocano Educator would like to congratulate 
the graduate student organizations of Philippine 
Normal University – Manila campus, particularly the 
PNU-Applied Linguistics and Language Education 
Society (PALELES), for their successful extension 
program tour at Banoyo Integrated National High 
School (BINHS) in San Luis, Batangas. The event 
was held last November 30. PALELES is headed by 
its president: doctoral student Mr. Jade Berosil, who 
is an applied linguistics major. Among the faculty 
members who accompanied the graduate students 
were Dr. Jhoana Marie Acuña, Dr. Rodrigo Abenes, 
and Dr. Arceli Amarles.

Rice Research Institute, 
which highlights the 
need to educate farmers 
on modern technologies 
suitable for integration 
into their everyday 
work,” Laurel said in 
representing President 
Marcos as the Guest 
of Honor and Keynote 
Speaker at the opening 
of the 35th National Rice 
R4D Conference at the 
DA-PhilRice Central 
Experiment Station in 
Muñoz, Nueva Ecija on 
Wednesday.

“Rest assured that the 
government shall continue 
to give primacy to 
research and development 
to ensure a sustainable rice 
value chain. We will also 
continue to support the 
initiatives undertaken by 
the PhilRice in introducing 
modern agricultural 
biotechnology to improve 
rice production.”

This year’s National 
Rice Research for 
Development (R4D) 
Conference bears the 
theme “Better Rice 
Communities”, aligned 
with the new strategic 
plan of the Philippine 
Rice Research Institute 
(PhilRice) for 2023-2028.

The plan emphasizes 

the use of advanced 
science and technology 
to create prosperous rice 
communities, focusing 
on improving their 
productivity, profitability, 
and well-being.

In his message, 
the President said the 
administration will 
continue to provide 
adequate attention 
and support to other 
agricultural products, 
along with enforcing laws 
against illegal activities in 
the sector.

“While rice is the 
country’s staple food, other 
equally important sectors 
such as livestock, poultry, 
fisheries and high value 
crops shall also continue 
to receive adequate 
attention and support 
from the government to 
maintain the availability, 
accessibility, and 
affordability of food for 
our consumers,” Marcos 
said.

“Also, in 
collaboration with 
relevant law enforcement 
agencies, we will 
continue to give priority 
to combating illegal 
activities that involve our 
agricultural produce,” he 
added. PND

PBBM.............(page 1) 

The Provincial 
Government of Ilocos 
Norte was bestowed with 
the Outstanding Anti-drug 
Abuse Council Award 
during the Department 
of Interior and Local 
Government’s 2023 
Drug Prevention and 
Control Week celebration 
capped with the Regional 
Awarding ceremony held 
in San Fernando City, La 
Union on November 24, 
2023.

The celebration was 
an annual event of DILG to 
promote public awareness 
against the harmful effects 
of illegal drugs.

PGIN, under the 
leadership of Governor 
Matthew Marcos Manotoc, 
has been committed to 
supporting the Philippine 
National Police and 
DILG in eradicating the 
prohibited drug problem 
through provincewide 
drug-clearing activities.

“Alam po natin na 
dito sa Ilocos Norte, hindi 
malaking problema ang 
droga but we know that this 
problem cannot be taken 
lightly,” Gov. Marcos 
Manotoc remarked during 
the conduct of PNP’s 
“Sustained Barangay 
Drug-Clearing Program 
Buhay Ingatan Droga’y 
Ayawan” held at the Ilocos 
Norte Centennial Arena in 
Laoag City.

“We have to stay on 
top of our communities 
and make sure na talagang 
tutukan ang problemang 
ito,” he added.

At least 12 
municipalities of Ilocos 
Norte were already 
declared drug-free with 
the towns of Nueva Era, 
Paoay, and Pinili on the 
new list.

Meanwhile, Engr. 
Pedro S. Agcaoili, Jr., 
the PGIN’s Provincial 
Planning Development 

as a result of its exceptional 
collective efforts in 
delivering public services.

 On the other hand, the 
Municipal Governments 
of Sarrat, Solsona, and 
Dumalneg, all in Ilocos 
Norte, were also awarded 
Top-performing LGUs 
under the municipal 
category, and the  City 
Government of Laoag under 
the city category.

DILG Undersecretary 
Marlo L. Iringan lauded the 
awardees saying:

 “Your hard work and 
dedication have made this 
recognition program the 
best example of the positive 
impact that can be achieved 
when we work together.

“Let this ceremony be 
a testament to the power 
of having good, honest, 
and committed people 

in the government. Now, 
more than ever, with the 
challenges that people 
face, the principles of 
transparency, accountability, 
and responsibility are not 
mere advocacies. May 
your commitment, passion, 
and dedication continue 
to illuminate the path to a 
future where every citizen 
is an active participant 
in the journey of good 
governance.”

Governor Matthew 
Marcos Manotoc said the 
PGIN would continue to 
pursue good governance, 
transparency, and inclusive 
development through 
the implementation of 
programs and initiatives for 
the benefit of the Ilocano 
community. -(Allyssa 
Charisse G. Magno/ PGIN-
CMO)

Top.....(page 1) 

fart stronger.”
18. The late Manila 

Bulletin columnist Joe 
Guevarra told his friends 
during a breakfast 
meeting that his doctor 
had prescribed a medicine 
for him to improve 
his memory. It’s very 
effective, he said. Asked 
what’s the name of the 
medicine, he said, “I don’t 
remember.”

19. A man went to 
a jewelry store to buy a 
diamond ring as his gift 

to his wife on their 75th 
wedding anniversary. The 
jeweler said the diamond 
ring should have a color the 
same as that of the color of 
his wife’s eyes. Stunned by 
the question for a moment, 
the man said, “where is your 
phone? I have to ask her what 
is the color of her eyes.”

There you have it. In 
the spirit of Thanksgiving, 
we thank God that despite 
the ravages of time, we 
have not lost our sense of 
humor.

Plain Rice........(page 2)

Selected officers of PALELES and a few faculty members 
of PNU-Manila pay a courtesy call to San Luis, Batangas 
Mayor Oscarlito Hernandez. Photograph courtesy of Mr. 

Jade Berosil, PALELES president.

**********
GUESS WHAT, GUESS WHO!
GUESS WHAT: Not paying their faculty members 

and staffs on time is the travesty (major travesty, mind 
you) of these two public universities in a major Metro 
Manila city. My source, a part-time faculty member 
of the two institutions in question, told me that it has 
been the practice of the two schools (one of them a city 
university, unfortunately) to delay the issuance of their 
faculty members’ salaries. Another sickening sight is 
the prevalence of office politics. Que barbaridad!

What are the lessons of the story? First, pay 
your employees and they will be happy. Second, avoid 
office politics because it’s more lethal than arsenic. 
Third, fight for your rights as an employee. Lastly, 
never turn a blind eye on the immoralities within your 
institution.

GUESS WHO: Who is this top-tier university/
college executive who turned out to be as petulant as 
a 15-year-old? My sources, several faculty members 
who met our subject at a meeting, witnessed how our 
subject would seemingly throw tantrums and resort 
to hysterics and theatrics. As a result, our subject is 
secretly the laughingstock of not a few members of the 
educational institution s/he is leading. What is more 
kadiri to death is that our subject is secretly boastful of 
his/her academic credentials and titles.

What are the lessons of the story? First, be direct 
with what you want to say. Second, be calm and 
composed as much as possible. Third, never resort to 
blaming and beating around the bush because these 
will get you nowhere. Finally, never flaunt your titles 
and credentials because these are only temporal.

**********
If you have suggestions in terms of the education-

related topics that you want me to feature, please feel 
free to send me an email to edteo.ramos@yahoo.com 
or to coachjet.inspirations@gmail.com. You may also 
message me on Facebook through any of my two 
working accounts: Jet Ramos (personal) and SpoxJet 
Ramos (new and publicly official; renamed after my 
YouTube Channel). Please subscribe to my YouTube 
Channel Spox Jet Channel and then watch UKP (Ulat, 
Komentaryo, at Payo) from Mondays to Fridays at 
02:00 PM and The Ilocano Educator Show (TIES) on 
Saturdays at 02:00 PM (new and permanent schedule). 
Agyamanak, Dios ti agngina, ket ay ayaten kayo amin!

DILG cites PGIN for its outstanding
role in anti-drug war in Ilocos Norte

Officer, urged collective 
efforts by saying:

“Kailangan po 
magtulungan ang mga 
barangay, munisipiyo, ang 
Provincial Government, 
PDEA, PNP, at DILG 
para tuluyan po nating 
mapuksa ang problema 
sa droga dito sa ating 
probinsya.”

“ N a n a n a w a g a n 
din ako sa ating mga 
kakailian (provincemates) 
na tulungan ang ating 

gobiyerno sa pagpuksa ng 
droga through information 
dissemination on anti-
illegal drugs”  Agcaoili 
added.

Aside from the 
aforesaid citation, the 
PGIN also received the 
Outstanding Peace and 
Order Council award 
for its active role in 
ensuring the safety of its 
constituents. – (Kenneth 
Dhovan C. Natividad/
PGIN-CMO)



Republic of  the Philippines
PROVINCE OF ILOCOS NORTE

Laoag City 2900

OFFICE OF THE PROVINCIAL TREASURER

1st NOTICE OF DELINQUENCY IN THE PAYMENT OF REAL PROPERTY TAXES
IN THE PROVINCE OF ILOCOS NORTE FOR THE YEAR 2023

NOTICE  is hereby served pursuant to the provisions of  Section 254 of  the Republic Act No. 7160 otherwise known as the 
Local Government Code of  1991. Delinquent taxpayers enumerated hereunder are therefore requested to pay their delinquent 
taxes and penalties due, the soonest possible time in order to forestall the institution of  civil remedies against them. 
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CERTIFIED LIST OF ALL REAL PROPERTY TAX DELINQUENCIES 
 THE PROVINCE OF ILOCOS NORTE FOR THE YEAR 2023
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