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The  rate is fixed even if the coal price 
in the market gets higher under the 
one-year deal--GNPD

 

LAOAG CITY (PIA) – The Ilocos Norte Electric 
Cooperative (INEC) has entered into a one-year Emergency 
Power Supply Agreement with GNPower Dinginin (GNPD) 
Ltd. Co to ensure a power supply of up to 51 megawatts for 
the province.

The agreement was formally 
signed between INEC acting 
General Manager Cipriano 
“Perry” Martinez III and INEC 
board president Rex Vincent 
Riveral as well as GNPD sales 
manager Ronald Gutierrez and 
GNPD power marketing officer 

P6.75 per KWH: A boon
to all INEC consumers

(Pls. turn to page 3)

Florence Aguilar.
The signing was held at the 

INEC’s main office in Dingras, 
Ilocos Norte.

“This emergency power 
supply agreement will 
safeguard the welfare of our 

Senator Imee Marcos 
announced the Senate 
was close to ratifying an 
international labor treaty that 
would give informal workers 
the same degree of protection 
as regular employees 
against physical, sexual, 
psychological, and economic 
abuse.

Marcos, who chairs the 
Senate Committee on Foreign 

Imee: End the Abuse of Informal Workers

(Pls. turn to page 3)

After undergoing significant renovations since 2019, the newly rehabilitated Ferdinand E. Marcos Sports Stadium is now 
open to the public. Governor Matthew Marcos Manotoc led the stadium’s simple ribbon-cutting and soft opening rites 
last December 7, 2023 (Photo by PGIN-CMO)

Sen. Marcos

Relations, said the committee 
was ready to recommend 
International Labor 
Organization Convention 190 
to the Senate plenary after the 
treaty received “unanimous 
concurrence” from key 
government agencies and non-
governmental organizations 
during the committee’s 
hearing last week.
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PH, member states rally 
climate and health declaration at 

COP28 in Dubai, UAE
Through the Department of Health (DOH), 

the Philippines joined 123 other member states 
in endorsing the Climate and Health Declaration 
in the Conference of Parties 28 (COP28) in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates which supports the 
alignment of efforts on climate action, including 
measures that need to be put in place to bridge 
the gaps in progress.

COP28 is the United Nations’ (UN) Annual 
Climate Change Conference and is considered 
“the world’s only multilateral decision-making 
forum on climate change,” which encourages the 
participation of almost every country in the world, 
specifically member states of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
The conference aims to discuss the crisis of 
climate change, such as global temperature rise, 
adaptation of vulnerable communities to climate 
change consequences, and achievement of zero-
net emissions by 2050.

Health Secretary Teodoro J. Herbosa 
and other Department officials attended the 
conference joining over thousands of delegates 
from across the globe where the announcement 
of the Climate and Health Declaration during the 
Leader’s Event: Putting Health at the Center of 
the Climate Agenda was featured. The member 
countries, including the Philippines, declared 
support amounting to US$1 Billion to push the 
climate health agenda further globally.

“The Philippines, through the DOH, shall 
remain committed to pursuing the climate health 
agenda. We will be able to protect countless 
Filipino lives through comprehensive research 
endeavors to address data gaps, timely actions 
to address climate-related health impacts, 
utilization and adaptation of innovative efforts, 
and integrated health financing mechanisms,” 
said Secretary Herbosa. (DOH)

Guest Editorial:

by Eduardo Teodoro “Jet” B. Ramos, Jr.

Eduardo Teodoro “Jet” B. Ramos, Jr., MAELED, 
LPT is the corporate communications associate of 
MFI Polytechnic Institute, Inc. and the training 
manager and partner of JFE Teacher Training 
Services and JFER Training and Development 
Services. He is also a founding member, the 
publicity and communications head, and a 
member of the board of trustees of Philippine 
Advocates for Consultants and Trainers, 
Inc. (PACT, Inc.), a non-profit association of 
consultants and trainers in the Philippines. Apart 
from being a teacher for 13 years now, he is a 
character actor, inspirational speaker, corporate 
trainer, researcher in linguistics, and a media 
practitioner, being the host of VOICE OF THE 
TEACHERS RADIO (airing on Sundays from 
1:00 to 2:00 PM over DWDD 1134 AM). For 
comments, suggestions, and inquiries, please 
contact Jet at (0917)648-43-28 and (0928)439-
76-90. You may send him an email to edteo.
ramos@yahoo.com or message him on Facebook 
(Jet Ramos).  

THE ILOCANO EDUCATOR

ANO ANG DAPAT MATUTUNAN 
NG ATING MGA KABATAAN SA 

KASALUKUYAN?
(isang tula ng The Ilocano Educator 
na alay sa lahat ng mga kabataan)

(Pls. turn to page 3)

Laksa-laksa ang mga sanggol na isinisilang sa bawat 
minuto sa bawat araw,

Kaya nadaragdagan ng mga nilalang ang ating 
mundong ibabaw.

Batid mo at batid ko na kaya isinisilang ang bawat 
nilalang ay upang hubugin sila

Sa mga kaugalian at gawaing makatao, maka-Diyos, 
at tama.

Ngunit sa kabila ng ating pagsisikap na palakihin ang 
mga kabataan,

Naririyan pa rin ang mga nawawala sa wisyo at 
maling landas ay pinupuntahan.

Waring tinatangay ng alon o hangin ang mga 
kabataan natin

Dahil marami na sa kanila ang namamali ng tingin 
at gawain.

Kay raming mga kabataan natin ngayon ang mahina 
ang loob,

Takot subukang suungin ang mga pagsubok dahil sa 
pangamba nab aka masubsob.

Dahil sa kanilang magulang na laging nangangamba, 
sila ay hindi nagiging matapang

Sa pagharap sa mga suliranin kaya para silang 
nakatiwangwang.

Sa rami ng mga pagsubok na dumaratal sa ating 
daigdig ngayon,

Tila hirap ang mga kabataan natin na harapin ang 
pagdating ng panahon.

Sa rami ng mga daluyong na naranasan ng mga 
ninuno natin,

Hindi pa ba iyon sapat upang ang mga kabataa’y 
magkaroon ng lakas na dapat hubugin?

Hindi nakapagtataka na walang alam ang ating mga 
kabataan kundi Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, at 
TikTok.

Kay rami ring mga nautong kabataan na, dahil sa 
mga komunista, ay natutong mamundok.

Dapat marahil ay tadhana ay sa kanila kumatok at 
sumuntok,

Nang sa gayon ay magising sila mula sa matagal 
nilang pagkaantok.

Waring nawawala na sa panahon ang mga aral ng 
kahapon,

Kaya ang mga iyon ay dapat ibalik natin upang 
magkaroon ang mga kabataan ng leksiyon.

Hindi lahat ng mga pagbabago sa ating panahon ay 
sa kabutihan naaayon,

Sapagkat kay rami na ring mga kabataan ay 

(Pls. turn to page 3)

A soldier and his wife were 
preparing for the baptismal 
party of their baby girl when 
the chaplain arrived for the 
Baptism. 

Taking the father aside, 
the priest asked, “Are you 
prepared spiritually for this 
religious event?”

 “Well, I don’t know, 
Father,”  said the soldier 
thoughtfully.  “But would two 
bottles of whiskey and two 
cases of beer be enough?” 

 * * *
Those were different 

“spirits,” of course. The chaplain 
was telling the soldier that the 
sacrament of Baptism is not just 
a drinking party but a religious 
occasion. 

That applies also to the 
celebration of Christmas. While 
it is true that we celebrate the 
birth of the Lord with festivities 
and merry making, we should 
remember that Christmas is, first 
and foremost, a religious event.

* * *
The trouble is that 

our modern society has 
commercialized Christmas so 
much that we have mistaken 

the icing from the cake and  the 
accident from the substance. 

 * * *                  
John the Baptist in this 

second Sunday gospel, exhorts 
us: “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths.” He 
is not referring to road repairs 
although that’s a reminder for 
our Department of Public Works 
and Highways to fix our rough 
and potholed roads! 

 * * *
The prophets, Isaiah 

and John the Baptist, are 
conveying  in Jewish metaphor 
the message that our morally 
crooked ways must be 
eradicated, the rough edges 
of our character be made 
smooth and warped attitudes 
straightened. 

* * *
Why must we “straighten 

our crooked ways”? Gunar 
Myrdal, renowned author of the 
voluminous book Asian Drama, 
says that one major drawback 
to economic progress of nations 
is attributed to their negativistic 
traits and values. Where there 
are corrupt practices, political 
disunity, greed, economic 

progress is hindered.
 Likewise, selfishness, 

insensitivity, infidelities and 
disrespect in families cause a lot 
of suffering.

 * * *                  
Here are some concrete 

ways of preparing for the 
coming of Christ this Advent.

Attend the nine-day 
Simbang Gabi or Misa de Gallo 
which starts on December 
16 capped by the Misa de 
Aguinaldo on December 25.

If you cannot do this, 
you may attend the evening 
Simbang Gabi.

 * * * 
In the spirit of love and 

compassion which moved God 
to send His Son to save us, let us 
share our resources with the less 
fortunate. For instance, there are 
numerous people who do not 
enjoy receiving a 13th month 
salary and Christmas bonus 
since they are not employed. No 
wonder, they resort to stealing, 
kidnapping, and other kinds of 
crime.

 * * *
Since Christmas is 

(Note: Fr. San Luis hails 
from Laoag City. He served as 
President of Divine Word College 
of Laoag in the 1980s. His new 
turf is the Christ The King 
Seminary in Quezon City. Thank 
you, Father Bel for sharing your 
weekly column for the Ilocos 
Sentinel.—Editor) 

 Straighten our  
 crooked ways

by Fr. Bel R. San Luis, SVD
WORD ALIVE
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Governor Matthew Marcos Manotoc and 1st District Congressman Sandro Marcos led the lighting of the 
Provincial Capitol’s Christmas Tree on December 7, 2023.  During the simple ceremony, the crowd was 
treated with the performances of NWU Saguday Chorale, MMSU CTE BIN-I Dance Troupe and the duo 
of Amazing Peanut and Justine Tan. (Photo by PGIN-CMO)

DOH turns over funds, BHS packages and dental 
equipment to two provinces in Ilocos Region

Two provinces in Ilocos 
Region namely, Ilocos Norte 
and Ilocos Sur, received 
Barangay Health Station 
(BHS) packages, set of 
dental chairs and instruments 
and fund allocations for 
district hospitals from the 
Department of Health (DOH) 
– Ilocos Region during a 
separate turn-over ceremony 
held at the Batac Museum 
Ilocos Norte and at the Ilocos 
Sur Provincial Farmers 
Livelihood Center in Vigan 
City last Saturday, December 
2, 2023. 

For Ilocos Norte, a total 
of twenty-four (24) set of 
BHS packages worth P500k 
were distributed to the health 
facilities of the 2nd District 
including 11 sets to the 
local government (LGU) of 
Solsona, 11 to Pinili LGU, 1 
for the City of Batac, and 1 
for Nueva Era. 

The BHS package is 
composed of a dressing 
cart, minor surgical set, 
mechanical bed, spine 
board, EENT diagnostic set, 
weighing scale with BMI 
calculator, weighing scale 
for infant, fetal doppler and 
examining table, medicine 
cabinet, instrument cabinet, 
nursing kit, tabletop 
sterilizer, and generating set 
10kva funded through the 
Health Facility Enhancement 
Program (HFEP). 

For Ilocos Sur, a 
complete set of eight (8) 
dental chairs worth P168,000 
were given to the district 
hospitals of Magsingal and 
Gabriela Silang and six 
(6) other rural health units 
in the province including 
eleven (11) sets of dental 
instruments worth P22,000 
for the prevention and 
control of dental diseases and 

promotion of dental health in 
the communities. 

Regional Director 
Paula Paz M. Sydiongco, 
who personally handed 
the donations said that the 
medical equipment was 
funded under the General 
Appropriations Act of 2023. 

“Primary healthcare 
facilities are at the forefront of 
providing vital health services 
directly to our communities 
such as vaccinations, basic 
check-ups including health 
education programs and these 
equipment will help improve 
the delivery of basic health 
care services, especially in 
remote barangays where 
healthcare access is limited. 

Sydiongco also turned 
over 20% (first tranche) of 
project allocation funds from 
HFEP for the construction/
c o m p l e t i o n / u p g r a d i n g /
repair of Ilocos Sur District 

Hospitals including ₱4M 
for Santa Lucia; ₱2,960,000 
million for Cervantes; 
₱4,366,000 for Salcedo; 
₱5M to Tagudin; ͥ₱2M 
Magsingal; ₱6,020,000 
Narvacan; and ₱4M to 
Sinait. 

The regional office also 
distributed HPV vaccines 
to the Ilocos Sur Provincial 
Office for the vaccination 
of 9-14 years old female 
children. 

Sydiongco encouraged 
health officials to prioritize 
the HPV vaccination and 
ensure that the vaccines are 
distributed equitably and 
efficiently. 

“Continue advocating 
for all Routine Vaccines and 
seek Zero-dose Children and 
provide them the needed 
immunization for their health 
and safety,” she emphasized. 
(Glen S. Ramos)

“Informal workers 
comprise 42 percent of 
the country’s labor force, 
many of them farmhands, 
house helps, and gig 
workers in the creative 
industries,” she pointed 
out.

The senator added 
that the number could 
be higher if an accurate 
national inventory of 
informal workers was 
created.

Also known as the 
Violence and Harassment 
Convention of 2019, the 
ILO treaty “no longer 
refers to a territorial 
workplace but, more 
importantly, the entire 
world of work,” Marcos 
explained.

The treaty expanded 
the protection of 
workers beyond the 
traditional workplace 
and now includes 
places where workers 
take a meal or rest 
break, sanitary and 
changing facilities, 

employer-p rov ided 
accommodation, venues 
of work-related trips 
and social activities, as 
well as virtual spaces 
where work-related 
communications take 
place.

Besides informal 
workers, the treaty also 
protects trainees, interns, 
apprentices, volunteers, 
job applicants, and 
workers whose 
employment has been 
terminated.

Toward full 
compliance with the 
treaty, Marcos instructed 
the formation of two 
technical working groups 
to identify what domestic 
laws should be amended 
and to organize a reliable 
inventory of informal 
workers finally.

“Thirty-six countries 
have already ratified the 
treaty but the Philippines 
could be the first Asian 
country to do so,” Marcos 
said.

IMEE.............(page 1) 

power consumers in the 
province,” said Martinez 
in a press briefing.

He said the INEC has a 
reinforced partnership with 
Aboitiz Power Corporation 
connected to the GNPD 
through its subsidiary, 
Therma Power Inc.

Under the signed deal, 
the power supply has a 
baseload capacity of 35 
MW with a contracted 
price of P6.75 per kilowatt-
hour. 

INEC is entitled to a 
P0.10 discount if the bill is 
paid promptly.

Sources said GNPD 
is considered one of the 

largest coal-fired power 
plants in the country.

“Fixed yung rate natin. 
Dati, kung tumataas ang 
presyo ng coal, tumataas 
din ang rate natin. Dahil 
fixed ang ating rate, kahit 
tumaas yung coal price 
sa market, P6.75 pa rin 
ang rate natin,” Gutierrez 
explained.

It was learned that 
GNPD is currently in 
the process of securing 
a long-term power deal 
with INEC in accordance 
with government rules and 
regulations. ( Ma. Joreina 
Therese Blanco/PIA Ilocos 
Norte)

P6.75...........(page 1) 
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naglilimayon at ang magagandang pagkakataong 
mag-aral ay itinatapon.

Ano nga ba ang dapat matutunan ng mga kabataan natin?
Una sa lahat, dapat matutunan nila ang lumapit sa Poong 

Maykapal at taimtim na manalangin.
Paglapit sa Panginoon ay isang mabuting gawain na 

hindi dapat limutin
Sapagkat mula sa Kanya ang biyayang nagiging atin.

Dapat matutunan ng mga kabataan natin ang 
magpakumbaba

Sapagkat sila, gaya natin na naunang isilang, ay nagmula 
sa wala.

Pakatandaan nila na sa mula sa alabok ay babalik tayo sa 
alabok na naglalaho sa hangin,

Kaya dapat ang kababaan ng loob ay pairalin.

Pagiging mahinahon at matalino ay magkatuwang 
sapagkat walang suliraning hindi nalulutas,

Kaya dapat ang puso at isip at ipinatatalas.
Talos natin sa ating mga kabataan na kaakibat ng 

karanasan 
Ay mga aral na ating natutunan.

Higit sa lahat, dapat matutunan ng mga kabataan natin na 
maging mabuti sa kapwa

Sapagkat tayong lahat ay nilikhang kawangis ng 
Panginoong dakila.

Kabutihan ng puso ay magdadala sa atin sa tagumpay na 
walang humpay

At sa kalangitang ating inaasam at hinihintay.

Luha nga naman ang dulot ng mga kabataan nating 
naliligaw ng landas,

Kaya dapat natin silang iligtas upang iwasan ang malagim 
na wakas.

Iligtas natin ang mga kabataan mula sa maling landas
Upang sila ay magkaroon ng maganda at matiwasay na 

bukas.
**********

(Nalaing, Kabsat! and Guess What, Guess Who! 
will be back on December 24 to give way to the featured 
poem for our youth.)

**********
If you have suggestions in terms of the education-

related topics that you want me to feature, please feel 
free to send me an email to edteo.ramos@yahoo.com 
or to coachjet.inspirations@gmail.com. You may also 
message me on Facebook through any of my two working 
accounts: Jet Ramos (personal) and SpoxJet Ramos 
(new and publicly official; renamed after my YouTube 
Channel). Please subscribe to my YouTube Channel Spox 
Jet Channel and then watch UKP (Ulat, Komentaryo, at 
Payo) from Mondays to Fridays at 02:00 PM and The 
Ilocano Educator Show (TIES) on Saturdays at 02:00 
PM (new and permanent schedule). Agyamanak, Dios ti 
agngina, ket ay ayaten kayo amin!

Word Alive..............(page 2)
celebrating the grand 
reconciliation between 
God and a sinful 
humanity, let it be a 
time of reconciliation for 
people who have not been 
talking for months and 
years. Let it be a season 
of  love and forgiveness. 

 * * *
If we do prepare 

ourselves internally 
and spiritually, then our 
Christmas will be more 
joyful, more merry, more 
meaningful because 
we are doing the right 
thing--celebrating what 
Christmas really means. 

 * * *
Quips to ponder. 

There are two kinds of 
Christmas shoppers – 
those who shop until they 
drop and those who can 
only window-shop. 

 * * *
If Santa Claus were 

alive today, he would 
think twice before scaling 

up into any chimney. 
Overweight, over 40, 
and carrying the load of 
a bulging tummy—Santa  
would be a candidate for 
heart attack.

Overweights, take 
note!

 * * *                  
There are four 

stages in a man’s life. 
First, when he believes 
in Santa Claus. Second, 
when he doesn’t believe 
Santa Claus anymore. 
Third, when he is Santa 
Claus. Fourth, when he 
looks like Santa Claus.

 * * *
Give love to 

seminarians. This 
Christmas, let’s help our 
seminarians by donating 
through our “Adopt a 
Seminarian” scholarship 
program.Donate any 
amount or sponsor a 
seminarian’s schooling 
good for one school year. 
(belsvd@gmail.com)



Republic of  the Philippines
PROVINCE OF ILOCOS NORTE

Laoag City 2900

OFFICE OF THE PROVINCIAL TREASURER

2nd NOTICE OF DELINQUENCY IN THE PAYMENT OF REAL PROPERTY TAXES
IN THE PROVINCE OF ILOCOS NORTE for the year 2023

NOTICE  is hereby served pursuant to the provisions of  Section 254 of  the Republic Act No. 7160 otherwise known as the 
Local Government Code of  1991. Delinquent taxpayers enumerated hereunder are therefore requested to pay their delinquent 
taxes and penalties due, the soonest possible time in order to forestall the institution of  civil remedies against them. 
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CERTIFIED LIST OF ALL REAL PROPERTY TAX DELINQUENCIES 
 THE PROVINCE OF ILOCOS NORTE FOR THE YEAR 2023
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